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LAKE MAXINKUCKEE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL & LAKE MAXINKUCKEE ENVIRONMENTAL FUND ISSUE 
A STATEMENT ABOUT THE PROPOSED WIND FARM IN MARSHALL COUNTY 

 
The Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Council (LMEC) and the Lake Maxinkuckee Enironmental Fund (LMEF) would like to  
clarify and comment upon statements made in NextEra Energy Resourceôs paid advertisement in the Culver Citizen on August 
11, 2011. 
 
In response to NextEraôs proposal to install wind turbines east of Culver, the LMEC on two occasions agreed to meet with  
NexEra representatives to discuss environmental issues surrounding NextEraôs planned wind farm.  The Council believes the 
NextEra ad implied that, as a result of those meetings, LMEC has endorsed NextEraôs proposed wind farm. 
 
This is incorrect.  The truth is exactly the opposite.  As a result of those discussions and our research into adverse  
environmental effects reported at existing wind projects, the LMEC and LMEF do not endorse the proposed wind farm.   
 
LMEC and LMEF note that there is little indication at this time that the lakeôs water quality would be degraded by this project.  
That said, the environment of the watershed area, as well as all of southern Marshall County, includes many more factors than 
just water quality ï all of which are our concern.  
 
There is significant documentation that wind turbines elsewhere have caused the destruction of birds and bats, vital for insect 
control, as well as caused negative effects upon livestock. 
 
Whatôs more, medical research has produced statistics showing alarming negative effects upon humans.  The noise from rotating 
blades, reportedly heard over long distances, plus the shadow flicker of moving blades have both caused problems for people.  A 
condition called ñWind Turbine Syndromeò ï which includes headaches, nausea, and motion sickness ï can become so severe 
that people are forced to move from their homes. 
 
The possible negative effect upon animal and human life is our high-
est concern.  However, another significant impact would be the sight 
of these 450 feet tall behemoths towering over Marshall County.   
NextEraôs representatives showed LMEC a depiction of the visual  
effect from Culverôs town park.  LMEC found the images extremely 
disturbing, even at placements several miles from Lake Maxinkuckee. 
 
In short, the LMEC and LMEF believe that the potential for negative 
impacts upon multiple dimensions of our environment is simply too  
serious to risk the installation of these massive machines so close to 
our population.  Unless and until proponents of these wind turbines 
come forth with incontrovertible evidence that none of these risks will 
befall our community, the installation of wind turbines should be de-
nied in Marshall County.    At right are wind turbines visible 8 miles 
from a lakeshore in Wisconsin. 
 

ñI am only one, but I am one. 
 

 I cannot do everything, but I can do  
something. 

 
 And I will not let what I cannot do  
interfere with what I can do.ò 

 
Edward Everett Hale 
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Calls have been received at the LMEC office this summer from property 
owners concerned about excessive weeds along the shoreline.  I visited 
several sites and found relatively high volumes of duckweed and eel grass.  
Both were present due to the prolonged heat along with the help of several  
severe storms.  The presence of these weeds is a recurring occurrence but 
it can seem somewhat alarming when it hasnôt happened in recent 
memory.  Eel grass is shown in the picture to the right. 
 
While out inspecting Lake Maxinkuckeeôs weed beds this summer, I spoke 
to Nate Long, Vice President of Aquatic Controls about the process they 
use to gather the information necessary to update the LMEC Aquatic Plant 
Management Plan.   
 
ñThe more species of plants found on a rake sample, the more diversity.  
The rake is simply a tool that looks like two straight-line rakes you would 
use in your garden welded together and tied on a rope.  If plants cover all 
of the rake tines, the growth is considered a 5 on the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources Tier II scale.  If they are above the raised mark (in the 
middle of the tines) it is a 3 and below that they are rated a 1.  It can be 
useful to know how deep the plants grow. On Lake Maxinkuckeed the 
depth is 24 feet which shows a healthier lakeò Nate explained.  ñYour lake 
has a great balance of plants.  Eurasian water-milfoil (an invasive) is low 
because it grows mostly in mucky areas (of which we have few).  The eel 
grass, also known as tape grass or wild celery, grows by sending out run-
ners.  It is these runners that break off when there is a lot of turbidity.  The 
IDNR loves eel grass because it makes great fish cover and it is also good 
food for water fowl.  People hate it for the simple reason that it has such a 
loose root system and because it smells bad when it rots on shore. ñ   
 
Nate and I talked about a variety of plants, not all of which are invasive 
species that can be treated with chemicals.   Two native species, spiny 
naiad, which can actually hurt when you step on it, and chara (kare-ah) 
which can be crunchy underfoot.  IDNR will not issue a permit to spot treat 
for these two species without a very strong reason.  Chara, which rated a 5 
off the public beach, actually acts as a good filter for the water - keeping it 
clean.  Aquatic Controls will furnish the LMEC with written reports and new 
maps showing all weed beds around the lake by December 2011.  Some of 
this data will be published in the LMEC November newsletter. 

Above shows a sample of spiny naiad - to the right is one rake throw that came back a definite 5 on the Tier II scale.   

To sign a petition against the Marshall County wind farm go to  - www.culverlmec.com   
For more information, go to - www.marshallcountyIN-windfarm.blogspot.com 
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A SUMMERôS WORTH OF WATER SAMPLING - ALL IN A DAYôS 
WORK 
 
Beginning in early summer, the LMEC has been busy on the lake, collecting 
water samples, planting new plants, and testing water samples for animal/
human DNA.  While we wait for fall to get all of the reports back, I want to 
share some photographs and explain some things weôve found out. 
 
Tom Estrem of Cardno-JFNew and I made two rounds of six tributaries that 
enter Lake Maxinkuckee.  We filled sterile sample bottles of various sizes 
with water to test for all of the minerals, chemicals, pathogens and  
nutrients that are tracked in our Watershed Management Plan.  These  
records help us monitor what is happening around the watershed.  We first 
collected samples right after a heavy rainfall, and then followed up later in 
July to collect a second set of samples to use as base data.  The LMEC will 
be following up at three sites later this fall, if possible, trying to determine the 
source of some of the readings.  Photo at right. 
 
Out of curiosity and at the request of a member of the LMEF, we tested the 
water from the old artesian well that sits on the Maxinkuckee Country Club 
golf course.  Photo below.  Stories are told of people collecting water from 
this well to use in special drinks.  Many people come today to fill jugs for their 
personal use.  I am happy to report that it is safe to drink, though to me it has 
the slightly metallic taste common in some well water.  This comes from the 
iron it contains.  But if it suits your taste - enjoy! 

 
On another day, Council Chairman Allen Chesser and I joined Allenôs son Alex for a  
Saturday of testing at three sites to determine the genetic make up of the e-coli  
bacteria found last year in these specific areas.   We had identified a lab in Granger 
that can separate  human form from animal at a relatively low cost.  Currently LMEC 
is studying the data that was returned and will report on the findings in the November 
newsletter.   
 
Below, Allen is using a pump to filter water from a channel at the Maxinkuckee  
Wetlands.  It took about 30 minutes to pump enough water through the filters at each 
site.  The pump was hand made by Scientific Methods, and looks a lot like it was built 
with an erector set and some stray parts.  Since it runs on electricity, we required the 
assistance of Alex Chesser (photo to the right below) who brought his flat bottom 
boat rigged with an auger style motor to float a rather sizeable generator through the 
shallow channels.    
 
Over the 

last two years, LMEC has been working with the  
Marshall County Health Department to identify and 
stop e-coli contamination in the ditch leading to the 
Maxinkuckee Landing at 18B Road.  Last November, 
the county submitted the necessary evidence to the 
courts who issued an order stopping the offending  
homeowner from dumping their septic waste directly 
into this ditch.  The people were required to cap their 
septic line and pump the waste every month.  This 
process was monitored by Jerry Fussell from the 
health department.  The family abandoned the home 
in early July and it was put up for auction at the  
Marshall County Sheriffôs sale last month.  
 
Successful bidders were Rick and Julia Baxter of the 
Lake Maxinkuckee community.  The LMEF has  
provided them with a financial gift to assist them with 
shutting down the septic system.  Congratulations and thank you to the Baxters for helping us stop this 
source of pollution of Lake Maxinkuckee.  For the first time in a very long time, it is now safe for those who swim at the  
Maxinkuckee Landing area. 


